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found. The wealth of the Gambia is based on ground nuts5
which are the chief crop, although hides and palm kernels
are also exported, and other products are grown for local
consumption. Mr. Rex Hardinge gives an interesting account
of the country, its inhabitants and their trade in his book
Gambia and Beyond.
SIERRA   LEONE
The name was given by the Portuguese possibly from the
fancied resemblance of its coastal mountain to the form
of a lion. It had its origin as a British Colony in the movement
for the abolition of the slave trade and of slavery, whence
its capital, Freetown, derives its name. In the central square
of Freetown is still to be seen the tree at the foot of which
slaves' shackles were struck off.
The Colony and Protectorate comprise an area of about
283ooo square miles, lying on the coast between Liberia and
French Guinea, The Colony was first settled in 1785 and
has grown by successive cessions of territory by native chiefs.
It was settled chiefly with freed slaves and Africans rescued
by British ships from slavers. In 1896, a Protectorate was
declared over the hinterland of Sierra Leone, which was
divided into Northern and Southern Provinces,
For some time Sierra Leone was administered as part
of the West African Settlements with the Gold Coast and
Lagos, and when these were separated, still in conjunction
with tie Gambia. In 1888 the Gambia was finally separated
from Sierra Leone, and the latter, by successive ordinances,
was given executive and legislative councils, consisting of
officers of the Government and nominated members. Finally,
an Order in Council of 1924 provided for a new and greatly
enlarged legislative council, the introduction of an elected
element and the direct representation of Protectorate
interests.